Zcitor's Preface

WHEN Mr. Plomer consented at my request to
write a short history of English printing which
should stop neither at the end of the fifteenth
century, nor at the end of the sixteenth century,
nor at 1640, but should come down, as best it
could, to our own day, we were not without appre-
hensions that the task might prove one of some
difficulty. How difficult it would be we had
certainly no idea, or the book would never have
been begun, and now that it is finished I would
bespeak the reader's sympathies, on Mr. Plomer's
behalf, that its inevitable shortcomings may be
the more generously forgiven. If we look at what
has already been written on the subject the diffi-
culties will be more easily appreciated. In England,
as in other countries, the period in the history of
the press which is best known to us is, by the
perversity of antiquaries, that which is furthest
removed from our own time. Of all that can be